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DUTIES OF PRIVATE CHRISTIANS. 
No. I. 


Faith, action and prayer, are three things which | 


cannot be separated in the divine life, without 
bringing leanness into the soul, ‘The Bible teach- 
es us, that faith without works is dead; and thu 
works, which do not proceed from the principle of 
faith, are but dead works. The same volume 
teaches, that prayer, without faith, will never pre 
vail with God. “He that cometh to God must 
believe that he is.” “ Without faith it is impossi- 
ble to please him.” It is equally evident from the 
Bible, too, that prayer, without works, will be un- 
availing. “ Not every one that saith unto me, 
Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heav- 
en; but he that docth the will of my Father that is 
in heaven.” 

Here, then, we are furnished with three things, 
the proper combination of which ts indispensable 
to the Christian character. Every thriving Chris 
tian is a man of faith, of action,* and of prayer. 
On the contrary, it will be found that every one 
who is not making evident progress in the divine 
life, is visibly deficient in one or more of these 
three things. ‘To illustrate and enforce this posi 
tion is the object of the present number. 

Faith may not improperly be defined as holy 
confidence in God, united with spiritual percep- 
tion. Yet since it is an operative principle, there 
can of course be no evidence of its existence, any 
further than it is carried out into action. The 
man who has holy confidence in God wil! go to 


him, as a little child goes to an eartlily parent. | 


The man who has a spiritual percepticn of God’s 
law, will love it, and endeavor to keep it. If he 
perceives with the eye of faith his duty to God or 
to man, he will undertake to perform that daty. 
If he perceives either the danger or the criminality 
of any species of indulgence, he will readily fore. 
go the practice of that indulgence. But let the 
same actions be attempted without faith, aud what 
will be the result? Going into the presence of 
God will be presumption or mockery. Obedience 
to his laws will become mere legality. The per- 
formance of duty to God or to man, will be exter- 
nal, partial, inconsistent, selfish, hypocritical.— 
And as for self-denial, it will either have no exist- 





* I shall use the term action in an extended sense, 
&3 Synonymous with works. The former term is well 
understood; the Iatter has been greatly abused. 
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ence at vl, or it will be based upon the principle 
of self preservation or self-esteem. 

On the other hand, prayer, when unaccompani- 
ed by that faith which gives birth to action, will be 
‘entirely destitute of efficacy. It will be lifeless 
and dead, selfish aud destitute of submission. “ Yeo 
'ask, and receive not, because ye ask amiss; that 
ive ovight consurae it upon your lusts.” 

I am aware that the condescension of God is 
junspeakably great. His mercy is everlasting ; his 
loving kindnesses and compassion, infinite. “ Like 
asa faiher pitieth his children, so the Lord pitieth 
thein that fear hin.” He will listen to the feeblest 
ery of the very least of all his children, if only it 
be addressed to him with a confiding spirit—a 
spirit which is bioken off from self-dependence. 

Bat let it be remembered, that, with all this 
condescension and mercy, and loving kindness 
and compassion, he will not do any thing which is 
inconsistent with the glorious peifections of his 
nature. He will not be mocked. He will not 
accept that as prayer, which is mere empty 
formality. Ile will never look with complacen- 
ev upon that unbelief which practically accuses 
himof falsehood. ‘Those who would come be- 
fore him, must come with an errand. ‘They 
must come with sincerity and humility. They 
must come by faith in the all-atoning Saviour; 
for “without the skedding of blood there is no 
remission.” And more than this: They must 
acl consistently with their petitions. If they 
would pray acceptably for spiritual illumination, 
they must search the scriptures with meditation, 
with a teachable temper, and they must cherish 
the influences of the Spirit. If they would pray 
in faith for deliverance fiom temptation, then 
they must watch against it, and endeavor to live 
near to God, by walking in holy obedience. If 
they would pray and prevail in behalf of the salva- 
tion of sonls around them, they must faithfully 
use the means which God has appointed for this 
end, ‘They must do all that circumstances will 
permitthem to do. This will tend to increase 
iheir anxiety. HK will tend to strip them of self. 
dependence, lead them to confide in God, and 
enable them, in the strong language of scripture, 
to * travail in birth” for souls, “ till Jesus Christ 
be formed within” them. Or, if they would pray 
in faith for the conversion of heathen, with whom 
they can hold no direct intercourse or communi- 
cation, then, by the same rule, they must contrib- 
ute to send others to them with the bread and the 
water of life. They must contribute largely for 
this purpose. They must not bring the offering of 


—_ 7 





covetousness ; for “ God loveth a cheerful giver.” 
Depend upon it, if they would pray without mock- 
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ery on this subject, in such a day as the present, 
they must open their eyes to the Jost condition of 
the heathen, and put in practice self-denial for 
their relief. They must “ open their hands wide” 
towards these their brethren, if they would exer- 
cise the true spirit of supplication, and prevail 
with God on their behalf. Iu all these things, let 
it be remembered, it is “the effectual fervent 
prayer of the righteous man” that availeth. It is 
the man that believes and acts, and acts righteous- 
ly too, whose prayers are accepted and answered. 
In such a man it will be seen, that faith, action, 
and prayer are indissolubly united. 

Now look around you, Mr. Editor. Fix your 
eyes on a thriving Christian—one who is evident- 
Jy making progress in the divine life. Is he a 
mere babe in Christ, desiring the sincere milk of 
the word ? Then you see him continually search- 
ing the scriptures with meditation and prayer. 
Do you find him clear in bis views of spiritual 
things ? Then he is habitually, and with deep so 
lemnity, contrasting the depravity of his nature 
with the pure and perfect law of God, and look- 
ing constantly to Jesus for the gift of healing. 
You find him not only diligent, but communica- 
tive. He endeavors to live religion—to act reli- 
gion—to converse about it—to urge those around 
him to embrace it. He offers praver on their be- 
half; and often his prayers are heard aud an- 
swered. 

Look again. You have now fixed your eye up 
ona child of God, who has made some progress in 
the Christian course. You find him eminently a 
practical man. You find him active and consist- 
ent. The law of kindness dwells upon lis lips. 
He waits upon God in all his ordinances. Le 
casts the world behind him—aims at the perform. 
ance of every known duty; his hand is iu every 
good work; and when he prays, he pours forth 
habitually, and with confiding love, his wants into 
the bosom of his heavenly Father. Afilictions, 
though grievous, do but drive him nearer to God. 
Though ofien repeated, they are still sanctified to 
his improvement. They teach him the efficacy 
of believing prayer, accompanied with consistent 
action. He views the hand of God in them, as 
well as in the bestowment of mercies. He lives 
no longer for himself, but that he may serve and 
glorify God. 

Look yet again. You have discovered an indi 
vidual who isa man in Christ Jesus. You behold 
an exhibition of the same characteristics as before, 
but they are more distinctly marked. What deep 
self-loathing does he exhibit! What meekness, 
what watchfulness! He guards his thoughts, his 
words, his actions, with unceasing vigilance and 
distrust. You behold in him a spirit of tender. 
ness. You behold him acting out continually a 
life of faith, communing with God, wrestling in 

rayer, pleading the covenant, living, actually liv- 
ng upon the promises. If be isa man not past 
the prime of life, you will find him forward in lib 
eral things. Or, if he is aged, his partial inactiv- 
ity will be the result either of bodily infirmities, or 
of long established habits of thinking and acting, 
which were formed in other times. 

In such cases as these, you behold a beautiful 
consistency of character. As to the measure of 
attainments, there may be endless diversitres ; yet 
all are active, devoted, zealous, watchful, prayer- 
ful, quick to discern their duty, and ready for eve- 
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ry good word and work. Such Christians, let me 
add, are formed upon the scriptwea model. They 
go directly to the word of God for their standard 
of Christian character. They count themselves 
not indeed as having already attained They 
* press towards the mark, for the prize of the hich 
calling of God in Christ Jesus.” 7 

Now let us look on the other side of the picture. 
The characters we have been describing, it is to 
be feared, are few and solitary. The mass of 
professing Christians, even at the present day, 
when there is so much appearance of action, and 
prayer, and faith, are found to exhibit, among 
other things, some very palpable deficiencies and 
inconsistencies of character. 

A few examples may serve more fully to illus- 
trate this point. For convenience sake, I shal! 
designate them by several letters of the alphabet, 
in course. 

A — is walking in darkness, and knows not how 
he is to be exiricated. He is so anxious to obtain 
evidence of his good estate, by a mere exraminatio:: 
of his feelings, that he neglects some of the more 
active duties which are indispensable to the enjoy- 
ment of religion. 

B— is similarly circumstanced. Instead of 
looking to the Saviour in praver, accompanied 
with active obedience. as the result of faith, and 
the direct means of promoting it, he is “ waiting 
God’s time,” to he rendered fit for his service. 

C— is inthe same condition. He, too, is wait- 
ing for grace; put in some important respects he 
declines the Christian warfare. He is overcome 
by every trifling temptation, because he refuses to 
be vigilant. 

D— is in darkness still more impenetrable. 
[lis difficulty is, that he proposes, virtually, to take 
the work of illumination into his own hands. He 
has a secret hope, but disowns it, and prays for 
conviction of sin, while he already feels sin to be 
a burthen insupportable. His prayers, therefore, 
being destitute of faith, are little else than the of- 
ferings of impatience, or the instinctive cries of dis- 
tress, 

E— really thinks himself a Christian—but lov- 
ing personal comfort too well, he becomes inact- 
ive and stupid. For a while he may rest on past 
experience; but by neglecting duty, he will ere 
long plunge himself into difficulty. 

F— having been for a time in the condition of 
E —, has sunk into utter barrenness. He has now 
just religion enough to make him miserable. His 
habit of indolence has become almost invulnera- 
ble. He wishes to be revived, but alas, the “ whole 
work is the Lord’s;” and he expects that some- 
thing will be sent for the express purpose of arows- 
ing him to activity. 

G— is lamenting over the desolations of Zion. 
[fhe could only pray in faith, and induce a few 
others to join him, he would expect that something 
could be accomplished. He prays, therefore, that 
his faith may be increased, as a preparation for 
exertion. He refuses to act, till he can secure a 
share of assistance before hand. He confesses his 
delinquency, but perseveres in it out of duty, lest 
by becoming active, he should injure the cause of 
his master, 

H— has been in the condition of G—, till it has 
become intolerable. He is convinced that some- 
thing must be done. He begins by confessing his 
barrenness, and continues to confess ; but secretly 
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fie makes a mevit of confession, and neglects to do 
“works meet for repentance.” [lis heart, there- 
fore, remains impenetrable. He makes to his 
brethren, ten thousand excuses for his sloth ; but) 
got one of these is valid. Should the Master say 
to him, “ ‘Thou wicked and slothful servant. out | 
of thiné own mouth will I condemn thee,” he | 
would have nothing to answer. 

J— is also in the condition of G— and H—.| 
lle mourns over the desolations of Ziou ; and has 
no doubt but he could prevail, if others would 
come up with him tothe work. He is offended 
with their stupidity and sloth. He censures his 
pastor, and blames his brethren, possibly with good | 
reason; but he manifests a spirit which is palpably 
wrong. This man has neglected to school his awn 
heart. Wis faith is built on circumstances. His 
works and his prayeis, thercfore, must follow the 
same analogy. 

K— seems to have few difficulties of any hind. 
The world goes well with bim; and he goes well! 
with the world. He has occupied himself more 
about the tastefulness and sentimentality of reli 
gion, than about “* the deep things of God.” He 
has almost every thing to learn, while at the saure 
time his attention is perpetually misdirected. 

L— has had his attention drawn towards the 
subject of missions; and he thinks they must be 
supported. He comes to monthly concerts; but 
as he does not pray for missions in his closet, he 
comes without a spiritof prayer. He has neglect 
ed, also, to supply himself with missionary intelli- 
gence, and has nothing in particular to ask for; 
therefore he prays chiefly for himse’f. 

M— has paid more attention to this subject. | 
He has read much, avd become deeply interested. 
He knows whatto pray for. He remembers the 
cause of missions in his closet; yet he feels seldom 
any special earnestness on these occasions. When 
he prays at the concert, he exhibits more pertinen- 
cy thanunction. He hasa fervent form of prayer 
Sull something is wanting. Watch him at the 
moment of contribution, and you will discover the 
difficulty. 

N—, on the contrary, is all for action and libe 
rality. He loves the cause of missions, and sees 
nothing in prospect but success ; yet his confidence 
partakes more of presumption than of real faith. 
He is also deficient as to meekness and docility. 
This man has been cumbered with much serving. 








Preachers and Hearers.—*I will sée what others do first. 


‘ally measure themselves by thenselves. 





He has been so occupied with the endless details 
of action, that he has given himself little time for | 
meditation and prayer. Hence, though lie is will | 
ing to do much in promotion of the cause, he sel- | 
dom feels any wrestlings of spirit when he attempts | 
to approach the mercy-seat. He never serenc 
avy special answers to prayer, and never recogni | 
ses any. 

I wight easily go on to finish the alphabet, but 
the preceding instances must snflice for the pres- 
entillustration, Thus it is that men, who presume 
to put asunder what God himself hath joined to- 
gcther, are taken in their own devices, Let it not 
be said that these are insulated characters. The 
fact is far otherwise. No characters are more 
common among Christians, even at the present 
day. No words can adequately express the stu- 
pidity, and sloth, and ingratitude, which thus at- 
taches to the Christian name. Would that it were 
not so. But the half has not been told. The 
thousandth part has not been apprehended. Yet; 
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Mr. Editor, strange as it might seem, the Chris- 
tiaus who have thus forgotten their first love, are 
the very ones who so confidently copy after each 
other’s example. ‘These are the meno who habitu- 
Though 
their lot is cast in a land of unspeakable privileges, 
and under cicumstances, too, where they might 


| almost live by sight, still they are negligent; still 


they seem to be dying while they pretend to live. 
Would that they might discover themselves in the 
light of this subject. Would that the imperfect 
mirror which is here held up to them, might reflect 
their true character, till they would tully recognise 
it; till they would blush and reform. Would that 
the writer of these remarks might see himself 
more perfectly. Would that you, Mr. Editor 
But a word to the wise is sufficient. 
Your's &c. AARON. 

P.S.—The principle here illustrated at some 
levath, will be kept distinctly in view, through the 
remaining numbers, 








From the Christian Mirror. 
PREACHERS AND HEARERS. 

It appears to me that some Christians are al- 
most dispused to class perfection and omnipotence 
among the qualifications of a Minister. They 
seem to be coufident that if he would preach a lit- 
tle differently, sinners would feel, and to lay the 
whole blanic of their stupidity at his door. Now 
I éo not suppose that ministers always feel and 
preach as they ought to do; neither do I by any 


| means believe that private Christians feel, pray, 


and live as they should do. It is very natural, 
when both minister and people feel as they ought 
not, to lay the blame upon each other; and in- 
stead of saying. Lord is it I? to say it is Peter, 
or John. But when they feel as they ought, they 
feel that they need not go to their neighbors to 
find a cause (or the stupidity of sinners; for, their 
deserted closets, their formal duties, their too 
loose conduct and worldly conversation stare them 
in the face ; and they would sooner believe they 
themselves are to blame, than even a Judas him- 
self. Itis sometimes asked, why the preaching of 
the gospel does not have that effect upon sinners, 
which it did inthe Apostolicage. This is surely 
uti important enquiry. And it is equally impor- 
tant that Christians enquire if it does have the 
same effect upon them, as it did upon Christians 
inthe daysofthe Apostles. If it does affect them 
in an equal degree, and produce so much holiness 
of heart and life, such devotedness to the cause of 
their Redeemer, such a praying and believing 
disposition. When the season of social prayer 
returns, are they all found “ with one accord in 
one place,” as were the disciples upon the day of 
pentecust? And may it of a truth be said of 
them at any time, that “ many were gathered to- 
vether praying 2?” Ifthisis not the case gener- 
ally ; let them enquire again, if there may not be 
a cause somewhere else besides in an unfaithful 
minister. But after all I do believe that in a vast 
many cases were Christians to discover the Achan 
the troubler of Israel, they would find it in their 
own hearts and lives. A LAYMAN. 


‘I WILL SEE WHAT OTHERS DO FIRST.’ 


So said a professor not long since, when ze- 


‘quested to aid in supporting an important end pi- 








‘to her lost condition as a sinner against God, and 
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ous institution. And so say a vast many others. 
They do not give a denial, but only wish to know 
how much others will do; aud the» they imagine 
that they shall know better how much they ough 
todo. In factI believe it is often an excuse for 
doing nothing, unless the object should happen 
to be popular, and they should be thonght covet. 
eous, or illiveral. It seems that such persons judge 
of the importance of an object by its popularity ; 
and if others to whom they look for ap example, 
should not patronize an object, it might go down 
be it ever so important, for all that they will do. 
It seems as though they very much wish for an 
example, but seem to forget that it is their duty} 
to setone. But whose example do they intend to| 
imitate? Is it the example of those who give 
liberally, or of the coveteous, who give little or 
nothing ? Dothey not, infact, want an example 
of this kind to keep them in countenance? Do 
they not want the name of ‘liberal’ upon the ea- 
siest and cheapest terms? But says one, should 
I give more than others, I should be called ostew 

tatious. But they appear to have no fears of do- 
ing less, and of being called coveteous. Another 
man’s piety is as properly a standard for mine, as 
another man’s liberality. Such persons set an ex 

ample, which, if followed, would at once put an 
end to all giving, to promote any object whatever. 
The first question to be solved is, is the object for 
which I am to give an important one? If so, 
then I am to give, “as God hath prospered me ;” 
and not to wait to see whether the rich worldling 
will patronize it. My duty is between God and 
myself. And, “where much is given, much is 
required.” It doesindeed after all, appear to be 
the language of selfishness. [Instead of drawing 
their rules from the word of God, in respect of 
duty ; they intend to conform tothe world. Sup- | 
pose that they apply this rule to every other duty ; 
(and it may as properly be done,) would they not 
see its folly? If we are subjects, it isthe !an- 
gnage of rebellion; if soldiers, of cowardice ; 
if children, of disobedience. Such language is, 
in its tendency worse than a positive denial. 


ib.] MONITORIO. 











BENEFIT OF TRACTS TO A DEAF AND 
DUMB FEMALE. 


To the Editor of the New-York Observer. 
St. Louis, September 20, 1628. 


Some little time ago, the enclosed letter came 
into my hands. It awakened my feelings much ; 
and I was induced to request it for publication. 
Ireceived it from the father of the young lady, 
with permission to use it at pleasure ; and I sub- | 
mit it to you with the same privilege. 

Miss Aliena Rice was born deaf and dumb. 
Her parents emigrated to this country a few years 
ago,—leaving this child atthe Hartford Asylum. 
About four years ago, she also came to this coun- 
try, in company with the late Rev. Salmon Gid- 
dings. -After a residence of about two years, some 
Tracts fell into her hands, which awakened her 





Jed her to a diligent search for religion,—which 
she found. 

The letter contains much peculiarity of ex- 
pression,—which is not surprising in one who nev- 
er heard the sound of a human voice. At the 





tiine of her conversion, slie was about eighteen 
years of age. J.S 


Six Mile Prairie, Illinois, Sept. 16, 1827. 


* My dearly beloved Father—I have nothing to 
communicate you but about the surprising and 
happy change I felt, such as [had not felt before. 
I am much inclined to write to you, because [ 
love you as my kind and affectionate father. But, 
alas! Tam very much afraid, because perhaps 
you wil pot listen condescendingly to my serious 
anxieties for your poor immoital soul, which 
inust absolutely be either hippy in heaven or mis- 
erable in hell! [ will, with feay, tell you about 
my change. Alas! 1 beseech you to read the 
following lines, and also to feel concerned about 
your precious soul, for your Saviour’s cause.—~ 
You think why I write to you so often perhaps ? 
Because I wish to tell you of your spiritual 
danger, as you are very old, but young no more. 
Your age yet increases, and is fifty-two'years. How 
patient and merciful God has been, and is now, 
to bear with you, while you live in an unconverted 
state. He now waits for you to come unto Christ 
before your death. [am inwardly distressed, be- 
yond expression, concerning your poor soul, and 
my parents’ spiritual welfare. I daily beseech 
God to condescend to give you inclination to re- 
pent of your sins, and turn your face unto him 
for mercy. I plead to him, for your soul’s sake, 
that God may spare you longer, that you may be 
converted and be Christ’s follower and friend. 
How happy you are, if you are a Christian! [It 
is true and truly so. 

Lhope you will be surprised and awaked to 
hear what] tell you. Tconfess my bad behavior 
towards my mother, one day. After this day, in 
the morning, I suddenly received a packet of nine 
religious Tracts and four letters. E read the 
Tracts, which struck my heart with confused sor- 
row and fear under God’s suspending wrath, as I 
was ready to perish on the brink of eternal death ! 
I cannot express to you how I feel under his Holy 
Spirit, and fam much changed. Frequently in 
the nights I could not sleep but till late, and I 
was constantly awaking while others slept, be- 
cause I was utterly guilty and very wicked, beyond 
a heathen’s sins, and 1 am quite an unworthy sin- 
ner. Thus I felt sincere sorrow for my great 
sins, confessing to Christ them, beseeching him 
to give me Holy Spirit, and most willing to for- 
sake sins and to follow him im the way of heaven. 
At length I found bis mercy out, and obtained 
peace through Christ, the blessed Saviour’s merits 
and blood. Oh! I am very grateful to God for 
answering my poor prayers, and for giving me 
his Holy Spirit. I feel spiritual happiness, and 
sincere and willing desire to be Christ’s constant 
friend until I die. What will become of me, 
when [ die? What will become of you, when 
you die? I frankly tell you that I give my moth- 
er no offence by my beliavior,—I try never to be 
saucy, but obey her, with all my power, helping 
her. I hope you will be pleased tohear of me. 
I humbly hope that I have fled to Christ for refuge 
from the tremendous sentence which will at last 
seize the trembling wicked man before the assem- 
bly at the Judgment day. Blessed are you that 
are now on earth, but not in hell. I ardently 
beseech you to flee into heavenly refuge from the 
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jast sentence declared, “Depart from me, ye | Christ’s friendship. 
| and askings be my dear broiher Thomas’s. Lei 


cursed, and go away into everlasting punishment.” 
Is it not an awful and dangerous thing to die 
without divine penitence and contrition of sins ? 
Yes, it is certainly so. It is quite imposible for 
you or me to delay repentance and still have faith 
in Christ; but it isthe most valuable aud advan- 
tageous time now for us to come unto Christ.— 
Now is the salvation of thy day, and now is the 
accepted time! Thus it isa very gracious, merci- 
ful and affectionate invitation to save to the utter- 
tnost, the chief of sinners who turns his face unto 
God; forsaking the way of wickedness. ‘Thus, 
much may be done for the future interest of those 
voung immortals who are intrusted to your care, 
by zeal and fidelity in your station. But if they 
are permitted to grow up without suitable instruc- 
tion, example and discipline, what can be expect- 
ed afterwards but irreligion, profligacy, and a 
wanton compliance with prevailing opinion, how- 
ever absyrd and fatal; and in the end, without 
the extraordinary interposition of divine mercy, 
eternal exclusion from the favor of God? And 
tell me, ye parents, who are neglecting the spir- 
itual nurture of your children, is there nothing 
appalling, nothing melting in the apprehension 
of their never-ending destruction? Do not your 
hearts recoil at the thought, that a son or daugh- 
ter dear to you as life; one whom you have ten- 
derly nursed ; for whose interest you rise early, 
and resign many comforts, and encounter innumer- 
able difficulties and dangers ; whose opening pow- 
ers you often behold with delight, and to whom 
you look forward as your support in old age; that 
such a child should finally perish ; and perhaps 
as it is dropping into the gulf of perdition, should 
fasten its eyesupon the horrors of despair, and 
charge its damnation to your neglect? I pray 
to youto read these desparing lines. Read the 
following declarations, and tremble while you 
read them :—* The enrse of the Lord is in the 
house of the wicked.” “He will pour his fury 
upon the families which do not call on his name.” 
I have copied these sentences from the Tracts, 
that you may know, and be stopped from increas- 
ing your neglect. JI meant, that you may not be 
cursed, but saved through Christ’s sake, by re 
pentance and faith inhim. T am concerned about 
your soul and theirs; and cannot avoid telling 
you these religious sayings for your spiritual wel 
fare and your children’s. Do pity them as ready 
perishing sinners, and stop them from the ways 
of more wickedness. . 
Do come here soon before the winter. Will 
you please to havea family prayer morning and 
evening on the Sabbath, and evening on Satur- 
Jay. How grateful and happy I should be to you, 
if you comply with my request. If you have 
family prayers, it is certain you will find spiritu- 
al happiness and the presence of the Lord, and 
you will find no troubles and discontent, but peace 
by God’s favor. Is it not desirable so to you? I 
will prove it to you; [ am out of discontent and 
trouble, but troubles for your soul and your chil- 
dren’s souls. 1 am willing both to live or die, 
just as it please God to remove me away from 
you, or spare my life. How I love Christ as my 
surely secure refuge! Do you not repent of your 
sins, forsake them and love Christ, relying on 
him for pardon and mercy? I love your soul 
very much, and want you to join me to be in 


Duties of the Brotherhood. 





d4l 
May these humble sayings 


us recollect that we met poverty, afflictions, and 
difficulties, and dangers: what they are, I know. 
Thus we receive severe chastisements for our 
hard hearts and sins, by his mercy, who wishes 
that we may not be cast into the lake of fire which 
never quencheth and last forever and ever. Let 


\us be prepared to go to the gate of blissful eter- 


nity (but notto hell) before we die. We cannot 
bear the everlasting pains, troubles, &c. Oh 





come and teach your children what good and 
wrong are, about the Bible; lest they may die in 
siinple ignorance. | saw some persons, at our 
neighbors, die simply and ignorantly. But it 
was certainly dangerous and awful for them to be 
called at the bar of God’s Judgment. Do not 
die like them, but die the pious and happy death. 
I conclude writing to you. I hope you will not 
be displeased to hear what [ told you. Pray, 
read this letter, as concerning your valuable soul. 
If you do not be converted into Christ, what 
shall I feel? I shall be faint with despair and 
distress indeed. Will youreliere ine by remov- 
ing my bad feelings by your conversion ?” 
I still remain your most aflectionate daughter. 
Auiena Rice. 
My father, Mr. Rice. 





DUTIES OF THE BROTHERHOOD. 


A few remarks may be requisite, concerning the 
kind of exercise in which the brethren of a church 
should engage, in their social meetings ; and con- 
cerning the extent to which this liberty of theirs 
may be indulged 

First, of the kind of exercises. There will be 
no dispute that they may meet for prayer, and that 
all in their order may tead in the exercise. Our 
Lord’s promise to meet his disciples, is one that 
apples to a social prayer-meeting. The hundred 
and twenty names of the primitive disciples are 
examples to our purpose. There are also many 
others and we need not enlarge. 

May the brethren preach the gospel? No, not 
even in their own little circle ofthe faithful. To 
stand forth as ambassadors for Christ; to teach 
with authority ; to claim the office of ministers of 
the Lord Jesus and stewards of the mysteries of 
Giod: this conduct in private brethren would be 
presumption, They are usually far from being 
qnatified for this office ; they have not been induc- 
ted into it; they have not been ordained to it by 
the hauds of the Presbytery, or assumed its solemn 
obligations, 

May the private brethren expound the serip- 
fures 2? If that exercise be understood in its strict 
and proper sense, we should answer, No. They 
are in most instances unacquainted with Jewish 
antiquities, with the ancient languages, or with the 
rules of critical exegesis. ‘They are unpractised 
in all the topies which belong strictly to biblical 
criticism ; and therefore should not intrude them- 
selves upon this province of the pious scholar and 
minister of the word. Nur would we encourage 
frequent attempts at regular exposition in any 
manner or form, Yet why should they, who are 
to exhort and edify one another, never speak of 
the mind of the Spirit as contained in the sacred 
oracles? By reading English writers, they can 
obtain a degree of knowledge ; by their own pray- 
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_ of the brethren. Tt may include exhortation prop- | 


fecting the argument drawn from so faithful a mo- 


542 Sinners their own Bestroyers.—Religwus Despoudency. 


erful perusal of the Bible, and their spiritual 
knowledge and experience, they may be able to 
throw much light on each other’s minds concern 
ing the truths of the gospel. ‘Their common sens: 
observation, made without studied order or orna 
ment ; experimental and practical comments; that 
illustration which flows in upon a prayerfal spirit, 
and results from comparing spiritual things wis 
Spiritual ; these often come home to the conscien 
ces and hearts of the brethren, more effectually 
than critical and methodical exposition. And he, 
whose eyes are familiar with the bible, and whose 
thoughts delight to ponder on divine things, wil 








seldom meet his brethren and hear a_ portion of 
the glorious gospel read, without having some prot 
itable remark to suggest, to edify and quicken 
them if not greatly to enlighten. We have seen 
the learned and experienced minister of the word, 
listening with pleasure to the spiritual effusions of 
the uulettered christian, when remarking upon the 
doctrines or duties inculcated in the Bible. 

May the private brethren engage in erhorta- 
tion? They certainly may, while it is required in 
the New Testament that they exhort one another 
daily while itis called to day. The only question 
is, whether this duty is to be discharged only in 
their private intercourse ; or whether it may be dis- 
charged also in the social meeting. If it is ex 
cluded from the meeting, we know not how to un- 
derstand the 14th chapter of the first epistle to the 
Corinthians, and many other passages. The pro 
phesying or speaking there mentioned, was evi- 
dently an exercise common among the brethren. 
If it was not preaching in the present use of the 
word, or the critical expounding of scriptures, 
could it be any thing less than exhortation? And 








under that term may be included whatever form of 
speech is adapted to the capacities and relations | 
€r, narrations, admonitions, counsels and pathetic | 
appeals ; whatever shall enlighten, or quicken, or | 
reprove, or comfort. In exercises of this charac 
ter, together with united prayer, a church may fill | 
a chasm in then system of means of knowledge | 
and grace, which no other meeting and no other 
exercises can fill. They may enjoy the richest 
ministry of the word, the ordinances of the coven. 
ant, the expository lectures of a pastor, tlie weekly 
concert of prayer, frequent and faithful pastoral 
visits, with such mutual private conversation as the 
multitude of worldly cares will permit: still, if} 
they have not the Conference of the Brethren, 
something of material importance is wanting.— 
They will suffer loss by such an unwise omission 
of the scriptural means of edification. They will 
fall behind other churches, in regard to mutual ac- 
quaintance, intimate fellowship, scriptural disci- 
pline, united counsels, efficient action, and pre- 
vailing prayer. The Conference then is a meet- 
ing, which must be brought into general use, and 
be conducted with increasing spirit and fidelity, 
before the churches wil! be fully marshalled to fol- 
low their Leader forth to universal victory.— Bos- 


ton Recorder. 








SINNERS THEIR OWN DESTROYERS. 


One proof that sinners are their own destroy- 
ers, may be drawn froin the candid concessions of 
many who have died without hope. And how af- 





i‘ ei: 
ment as that which separates between time and 
eternity! Many live as the fool livech, and die as 
the fool dieth, having no bands in their death ; but 
not unfrequeotly does it happen, that God rises up 
in the terrors of hes insulted love, and leaves on 
the death-scene of the careless and impenitent, 
the deep marked features of the ruin that is com- 
ing. On this subject [ mav be allowed to repeat 
the observations of one whose many vears in the 
ministry gave him the most abundant opportuni- 
ties of familiarity with scenes of death, “ With 
whatever confidence,” says he, “ transgressors, 
while in health and strength, may assert their 
blamelessnes; with whatever impiety and bold 
ness they may charge God as the anthor of their 
destruction ; yet their langnage will be changed 


‘in the honest hour when they shall have to struz- 


gle with the king of terrors. IT have more than 
once heard the sinner, while he supposed that 
death was yet ata distance from him, quieting his 
conscience by sophistical reasoning, and @xcrsing 
himself for his continuance in guilt. I have be- 
held this samme individual stretched on a bed of 
sickness, pale, feeble, languishing, in the midst of 
the tears and sighs of relatives, expecting each 
moment that death would arrive and tear his un- 
willing soul from the body, and bear it before the 
tribunal of his Judge. Ah, his faltering tongue 
no longer dared to extenuate his neglects; his 
trembling heart abstained froin its unholy charges 
against Goa. Shuddering and affrighted at the 
misery which awaited him, he exclaimed, “ Fool 
that I was, to have rejected an offered salvation ; 
fool, to have closed my ears against a Saviour ; 
fool, to have slighted the importunities of a com- 
passionate God. I perish, and I perish under the 
agonising reflection, that I have been the author 


lof my own destruction!” Yes, brethren, and I 


remember a death bed scene described with ini- 
mitable pathos by Dr. Young, and told while the 
facts of the case were strongly impressed upon his 


‘memory: [remember those awful, affecting ex- 


clamations, as the last effort of a soul, ruined and 
lost by neglect :—* T have been too strong for Om- 
nipotence: I have plucked down ruin.” “ Plack- 
ed down ruin!’ Yes! experience often seconds 
the declaration of God, and many a dying agony 
tells, and many a dying groan echoes back the 
eharge, which a God of truth, of holiness, and of 
justice, fastenson the sinner—“* Thou hast des- 


itroyed thyself!"—Nut. Preacher. 


RELIGIOUS DESPONDENCY. 


Tiere are those who go on heavily through life, 
walking in the fear of God, reposing by faith on 
the atonement of their Saviour, doing his will 
and seeking the promised influence of his Holy 
Spirit, yet apparently wanting in that joy and 
comfort, which we might consider should result 
from being found consisteutly in the path of duty, 
They are disposed to question their own sincerity 
and devotedness to God, because their path is not 
strewed with flowers; they doubt the reality of 
their interest in Christ, because they are destitute 
of those pleasures wich others have experienced 
in obeying his laws; and yet they are ever found 
at the post of duty ; and in the hour of trial and 
temptation, they do not fall away, but will be dis- 
covered firmly clinging to that Rock which will 
resist the attack of all the enemies of their souls, 
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Notwithstanding a settled gloom surrounds them, 
and prevents them from seeing that they are se- 

cretly upheld by the Spirit of Cheist; and that it 
is their earnest desire, though up neld by litde of 
enjoyment, to obey Christ, and to ministe: in eve. 

ry way to his disciples. It may be, that, in some 
instances, the onnd is clouded by an adberence to 
some idolatrous affection, which it may not yer 

have effeciually given up; o1, by the unacknow!- 

edged indulgence of some favorite sin; but it will 

often happen, that this state is depending upon 
purely physical causes, and that it may be allevi 

ated by their removal. There are some minds so 
constituted as to ve always anxious; fear is their 
predominant characteristic; doubt and hesitation 
inark their conduct; the dark side of the cloud ts 
alone seen by them; difficulties are imagined 
where none exist; trials are fabricated from the 
simplest circumstances ; and life ceases to be chec 

quered with good and evil ; for every point is en- 
compassed with more or less of sorrow, and the 
heart is sad in the midst of every cause of rejoic- 
ing. Now let such a mind be deeply imbued with 
religious trath, and its prevailing natural tinge will 
be still discernible: humanly speaking, its way will 
be marked by tears, and closely attended by fear ; 
despair will haunt its footsteps ; and it will be well 
if soundness of mind be not the price of a too ex. 
clusive devotion to one particular idea, This state 
may sometimes be removed by causes acting on 
the body; but it has continued through life, and 
even up tothe moment of dissolution: the de- 
parting Christian has remained under a cloud of 
bodily infirmity, till he has exchanged all that is 
immortal and immaterial; and has entered into 
that light, where his sun shall no more go down, 
neither shall the moon withdraw her shining. The 
vight of physical infirmity has brooded over him 
with ber sable wing; and he has walked ow in 
darkness, assailed by the wintry storm of adversi 

ty, encompassed by uncertainty, attended by un 

real and mmaginary dangers, and conscious of be- 
ing surrounded by foes to his well-being, whose 
power Over him seemed to increase in proportion 
as his bands hung down. But still he has been 
enabled to persevere; and a glorious day will 
suddenly break upon him; when he shall have 
escaped from the burden of materiality, and shall 
have rested from bis labors, by having entered in 

tothe joy of his Lord. This, then, 1s the criteri- 
on; not, Does the Christian rejoice in his path ? 
but, Does he walk in it consistenly, reaching on 
ward, aud still onward, after greater conformity 
to Christ? If so, he will continue to advance, al- 
though he may not perceive it, and although, to 
his last hour, he may consider himself as wanting 
iu the essential matier of Cliristian joy. 





From the New-Hampshire Observer. 


CONFERENCE MEETINGS. 


Turn in, pilgrim Christian, and you too, im- 
penitentsinners. It is here that Christians love 
to meet: itis here that they enjoy some of their 
sweetest moments: it is here that they pour out 
their souls in prayer and praise, aud hold social 
and profitable discourse. Yes, these are the 
nurseries of heaven, for what Christian has not 
often felt them to be a Bethel, when in the fulfil- 
ment of that gracious promise, “ Where two or 


Conference Meetings.—Revivals of Religion. 
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Jesus has been in the midst and blest them. The 
songs of Zion are heard, as it were, on the bor- 
der of eternity. They strike the ear on thethresh- 
old, as it were, of heaven— 


Come ye that fear the Lord, 
And listen while I tell 

How narrowly my feet escap'd 
The snares of death and hell. 


My drooping head he rais’d, 
My bleeding wounds he heal’d > 
Pardon'd my sins, and with a smile, 
The gracious pardon seal'd. 
Oh may I ne'er forget 
The mercy of my God, 
Nor ever want a tongue to speak 
His loudest praise abroad. 


What wonders of God’s grace have been wrought 
in a conference meeting! How many thousands 
and thousands have been born there! To eterni- 
ty, they will with joy remember this and that con- 
ference meeting. In this way the Christian “ de- 
sires to be useful, and becomes a blessing to soci- 
ety. He has nothing to boast of, nothing to glo- 
ry in. He does not appear the self-conceited 
Pharisee, or the loquacious but empty professor. 
He is humble. In this way he diligently makes 
use of every means. Gratitude constrains him 
to testify to others the obligations he is under to 
his God.” His speech is with grace. He tries to 
make it a word spoken in season. He is not ash- 
amed. He boldly stands asa witness for Christ, and 
rejoices in the midst of a scoffing world. 


so Revivals of Religion. 








REVIVAL IN PRINCE EDWARD, VA. 


The following statement respecting the revival of 
religion in one of the congregations in Prince Edward 
county, is from a minister of the gospel, who was 
both a witness and a promoter of the good work, in 
the progress and results of which the Christian pub- 
lic have been deeply interested. Many have very 
justly regarded this work of grace as one of unusual 
importance on account of its influence on the rising 
Seminary, which is, we trust, destined to reflect the 
light of Heaven on the darkness that envelopes our 
southern churches. 

During the refreshing from on high, which the Col- 
lege Church in Prince Edward has enjoyed for some 
months past, forty-six members haye been added to 
the Church on a profession of their faith. In addi- 
tion to this result there has been, and still remains, 
much of that kind, friendly feeling, which designates 
the holy love of the children of God, and evident ad- 
vance in holiness of life among Christians, and a 
deep, settled seriousness on the minds of the commu- 
nity at large. We hope the harvest is not past, 
though the Rev. Mr. Nettleton, who has been the chief 
laborer in the field, has veen engaged elsewhere near- 
ly two months. 

As far as man can see, the principal means which 
God has blessed, have been, Ist, the plain truth con. 
cerning sinners and salvation, plainly told. 2d. pas. 
toral visiting in the form of short calls upon each fam. 
ily, for the purpose of conversing individually, aud in 
viting each one to attend to the great subject of reli 
gion ; and 3d, the arrangement and direction of ex 
ternal circumstances, snch as singing, conversation” 
amusements and excitements, so that they should no’ 
divert the attention from the subject, and cause th 
Holy Spirit to depart. From observation during thi” 


work of grace, it seems evident that every chure | 
which wishes to have the influences of the Holy Spir" 





three are met together in my name,” the blessed 


it, ought to make vigorous efforts to secure the con-- 
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stant pastoral labor of some faithful intelligent minis-| the assembly was dispersed about 10 o'clock. On 
ter, who, without being distracted by a school, a plan-| Monday morning there was a prayer meeting at 6 


tation, or a plurality of congregations, may direct all 


his evergies with wisdom to his Master's work. 
An Eve Wirwess. 





REVIVAL IN ANDERSON D:iSTRICT, S&S. €. 


Extract of a Letler from the Rev D. Humphrey, to the 
Editor of the Charleston Observer. 


The Sabbath school mentioned in this extract, had 
undoubtedly disseminated divine truth in that place 
and prepared the minds of the people for this sig- 
nal work of the Holy Spirit. The letter 1s dated 


Anderson District, Scpt. 17, 1828. 
Dear Brother,-~The Lord has again poured a bles- 
sing upon this part of Zion. Ido firmly believe, that 
the dawn of a brighter day than we have before seen, 
has now appeared. I hope the time is already come, 


when this moral wilderness wil! bud and blossom as | 


the rose. 

Last Monday morning ended a four days’ meeting 
at Providence, where, for more than a year past, we 
have had a large and well conducted Sabbath school. 
One hundred and ten were enrolled on the anxious 
list; more than forty caine forward and gave them- 
selves away to God in an everlasting covenant. Some 
others were entertaining a hope that they had expe- 
Fienced a gracious renewal, but are waiting for a 
clearer evidence of their personal interest in the Sav- 
jour. 

Nearly one thousaud were tented on the ground, 
including some black persons at cach tent. There 
was manifested much deep feeling. but no noise.— 


Some more interesting particulars relative to the Sab- | 


bath school you may expect hereafter. 


FOUR DAYS’ MEETING AT ALEXANDRIA, D.C. 


Extract of a Letler to the Editor of the Visilor and Tel- 
egraph. 


I had long been wishing to see—what at the south | 
That pleas- 


and west is called a ‘four days’ meeting.’ 
ure I have now enjoyed. Such a meeting was held 
in the 2d Presbyterian Church, Alexandria, on the 
18th to the 22d of September last. Besides the Pas- 
tor, there were present the Rev. Messrs. Patterson 
and Danforth, of Philade!lpliia, and the Rey. Mr. Post 
of Washington city. Friday was observed as a day 
of fasting, humiliation, and prayer. ‘The exercises 
were a prayer meeting at 6 o'clock; preaching, also 
at 9 o'clock; preaching at It o’cloek; two prayer 
meetings at three o'clock, and preaching at night. 
Nearly the same course was pursued on Saterday. 
On the Sabbath the Lord’s Supper was administer- 
ed; thirty persons were admitted as the fruits of the 
previous excitement----some of them were baptized. 


While they were coming forward to enter into the | 


covenant, they sung, 


““ Why was I made to hear thy voice, 
And enter while there's room, 

When thousands make a wretched choice, 
And rather starve than come.” 


The whole scene was unspeakably solemn and im- | 
2 ; 
In the afternoon and evening the gospel | 


pressive. 
was preached with the Holy Ghost sent down from 
heaven. At the close of the evening service, those 
who were determined to seck salvation, and who de- 
sired an interest in the prayers of the church, were 
requested to come forward to certain pews which were 
appropriated to them, and while the church sung, 


‘Come humble sinner in whose breast 
A thousand thoughts revolve,” &c. 


I think there were at least fifty who came up. Af- 


o'clock, and preaching at 10 0’clock. This was on 
the whole, the most interesting part of the occasion. 
Brother Danforth remained during the week follow- 
ing, and preached or attended a meeting of some kind 
every night---besides, there were frequently small cir- 
cles of Christians assembled in different parts of the 
city to pray for the outpouring of the Holy Spirit.--- 
On Monday night the congregation was larger, and 
more appeared to be impressed than at any previous 
) time 
| On Tuesday night the prayer meeting was transfer. 
vred from the Session room, to the church, and the 
,chareh was full. Since the communion about thirty 
| persons have exper ienced a hopeful change, and more 
| than that number it is believed, are still anxious. The 
meetings are still full, and the prospect of a perma- 
nent revival is now better than at any former period. 
| There had been a gradual progress making towards 
this state of things for more thana year ; daring which 
period about 90 communicants have been added to the 
church. Some of these had heen notoriously wicked, 
and some had been as much distinguished for their 
morality, Many are heads of families, and now they 
rejoice, believing in God with all their houses. 





ACCESSIONS TO THE CHURCH. 
| Extract of a Letter to the Editor of the Columbian Star, 
| 





dated Crawfordville, Ga. Sept. 9. 


| Ilaving waited for some time to see the conclusicn 
| of the revival at Bethesda, before I wtote again, per- 
; haps, you may have concluded I should fail to comply 
with my promise. My dear Brother, the scenes at 
{that place, and others, have been interesting. At 
| Bethesda, through the spring and summer, our con- 
gregations have been extensive, great solemnity has 
prevailed at all times of worship. Some scenes have 
' been so solemn, I am induced tothink, those hearts 
| which remained unmoved, (as there are a few) are 
adamantine. Oh! how I have felt, when I have seen 
parents go to, and address children in terms so fecl- 
_ing and powerful, that it seemed impossible for them 
to withstaud the influence. The Lord hath made 
such eflorts so powerful as to break down the hardest 
and most stubborn hearted sons and daughters. OfF- 
ten, they wonld take them by the hand and lead thein 
to the minister, and beseech them to pray the blessing 
of God uponthem. Oh! parents of America, and of 
the world, go and do likewise, and you shall see your 
, children bowing to the king Immanuel. Dear Broth- 
ier, let it be published to the world that ministers ought 
}to be more assiduous; let them adhere to that pas; 
} sage, “let the dead bury their dead, but go thou and 
preach the gospel.” This done, its power (which is 
no other than the power of God) must be felt, its ef- 
fect must be had. I trust it will soon be the case; if 
so, this world, in one century, will produce a beaut?- 
fulaspect. IT have not time, or I would give you a 
few of my thouchts on the duty of ministers. J will 
just say, if they would sleep less, read more, stud¢ 
more, have less to do with worldly matters, preach 
ihe cospel constantly, all done with dependerce upon 
God, we should see Christ’s kingdom populating very 
fast. But this seems like a long digression ; I will re- 
turn to the scenes of Bethesda. Through the winter 
several were baptized there, and, no doubt, prepara- 
tion was making for the great revival which has re- 
cently been going on at Bethesda, but in March we 
had its real commencement, at which meeting I bap- 
tized eleven; in April twenty-two, in May sixty-two, 
in June fifty-nine, in July sixty-six, and in August 
thirty-two ; for the present month we have some lying 
over, we think of twenty, or twenty-five, of these the 
greater portion are whites. In all the settlement 





ier conversing and praying with these, and exhorting 
a crowd of spectators to flee from the wrath to come, 


there are but few whites comparatively, who do net 
profess faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, and have sub- 
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mitted to the ordinance of baptism. 1 commenced 
preaching in the spring at Mount Zion, there the good 
Lord has been pleased to bless my labors. We have 
a church constituted of something like sixty members, 
nearly all of whom are new converts, such as I have 
baptized at the place. [ might name to you various 
other places where the goodness of God has been pow- 
erfully manifested, but my letter will be too prolix ; 
but I will say in something like a year back, there 
have been baptized in Georgia from four te six thou- 
sand; I do not know precisely, but I feel confident, 
over four. Oh! may a like blessing be conferred up- 


on the world, and that glorious epoch soon come, 
eben the whole world shall bow to the king Immanu- 


el. Lexpect to address you again soon, when I will 
furnish you with some subscribers for your paper. | 
have been too much engaged to attend to that asl 
could have wished. 
Yours, with respect, 
JonatTuan Davis. 





TATE 'S CREEK ASSOCIATION 


Held its annual session at Tate’s Creek Meeting 
House, Madison County, Ky. on the 4th Saturday in 
Angust. Introductory Sermon by Elder Collins, from 
Eph. ii. 8, 9. ‘“ For by grace are ye save d through 
faith ;"and that not of yourselves ; it is the gift of God: 
Not of works lest any man should boast.” Received 
by baptism, one thousand three hundred and ninety-five, 
principally since the first of January last.—Bap. Ree. 





REVIVALS IMPORTANT. 


The occurrences of the day of Pentecost exhibit 
likewise the wnportance of Revivals of Religion. If 
they are actually of Gol, we know that their influ- 
ence must be only salutary. Look back then to that 
memorable Revival, which ushered in the Christian 
ministry; and tell us if its influence was at all other- 
wise than salutary. On the very day of its com- 
mencement, about three thousand were turned from 
darkness to light; and, during its continuance, (he 
Lord added to the Church daily such as should be saved. 
Were they less honest sober, benevolent. than before 
their conversion ? Or were they less qualified for the 
dread trial of the Last Day? Ina single day it gave 
to the Christian Church a weight of influence, more 
than a hundred fold greater than it bad previously 
possessed. And whilst it gave new impulse to her ef- 
forts, it was the occasion of dismay to her opposers. 
‘Lhe testimony it bore to the dignity of Jesus, and to 
the truth of Christianity, will exert a blessed influence 
forever. 

The happy influence of a Revival may be viewed, 
distinctly, in its effects on individual happiness; on the 
interests of the community ; and on the general cause 
of religion. 

It is important to individual happiness. 


Syria, 
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ularity of deporiment, an industrious improvement of 
time, a scrupulous discharge of the varied duties of 
life. Often has a short period of the Spirits gracious 
operation allayed the asperity of contention; calmed 
the tumult of a noisy rabble ; put an end to scenes of 
midnight wickedness; brought relief to dwellings of 
domestic want and wo; and greatly elevated the in- 
tellectual, as well as moral character of society. 

On the gencral cause of religion, the influence of a 
Revival is immense, as well as salutary. The happy 
influence is not circumscrived by the limits of the Spi- 
rit’s immediate operation. [t may reach to the ends 
of the earth—and onward through time. It may be 
the commencing link in a chain of operations, which 
shall issue in the rescue of millions from the agonies 
of the second death. 

Revivals hasten the universal triumph of the Gospel. 
Let the churches of Christendom be found, this veer, 
with one accord pleading the Redeemer's great prom- 
ise: let every city and village be a theatre of Revivals, 
like that in which Peter and his associates were the 
visible agents—and it would be the ushering in of til 
lennial glory. 

If then the work we are contemplating be indeed a 
work of God ; and if such be its influence on indiwidual 
happiness—on the mterests of sociely—and on the gen- 
eral cause of religion—oh give toit, Christian brethren, 
the full ardor of your affections and prayers. Go to 
the place of secret communion with God, tothe domes- 
tic altar, to the social meeting, to the sanctuary of the 
Most High, with the effectual fervent petition,—OA 
Lord, revive thy work.—Nat. Preacher. 


From the New-Hampshire Observer. 


SYRIA. 

Extract of a letter from the Rev. Eli Smith, American 
Missionary, to a Clergyman in New-Hampshire, da- 
led 

Lazarerto. (Malta,) June 23, 1828. 
“The reason for our leaving Syria, and the cir- 
cumstances of our voyage, you wil! probably learn 
from the Miss. Herald, about the time this is 1e- 
ceived: and I need not therefore detail them. 

From this safe refuge from Tarkish despotism, 

and ecclesiastical persecution, we look back, with 

feelings of the deepest interest upon the dark 





Such reli- | 


country that we have left, and we are particularly 
j anxious that our friends at home, should partici- 
pews inthem, On reflecting upon the tenour of 
our Jatter communications, or, pechaps I should 
say mine particularly, TP have been a little appre- 
hensive, that they inight appear to indicate, in 
sonie instances, despondency in the writer, and 
be adapted 1o produce itiuthe reader. The pra- 
duction of such an impression, has been the far- 
thest possible from my intention. I have consid- 
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ious character as it creates i ‘ ; . er 
§ es Is the only safe pledge of | ored, that the contemplation of d fticulties, wheth- 


a peaceful life. You can spare the agerandizements 
of wealth, and the parade of earthly distinction. But 
in this world of disease, disappointment, and death. 
you cannoi spare the consolations of a Christian hope. 

uta single glance into elerni/y stamps immeasurable 
value on the religious character which is originated 
in a season of Revival. Oh, beware of risking the tri- 
al of the Great Day, in any other character than that 
which is produced by the transforming Spirit! You 
may have passed through a season of religious atten 
tion, and in it become a happy subject of God's grace. 
Others may attach to it a trivial importance; but by 
yourself it shall be recurred to with ecstacy, and with 
thanksgiving to God, when the heavens shall be no 
more. 

A religious Revival exerts a happy influence on the 


community at large. The Gospel and the sanctifying | 


Spirit, wherever they enter, enlighten, elevate, and 
purify. Their dominion over the heart secures a reg 


ler they consist in dangers to be encountered, or 
ignorance and vice to be extirpated, only provokes 
the Christian tere :formance of more 
valorous decds in ; aud having a re- 
luctance to todelge in upon paper, 
[ have confined myself to the description of facts, 
as they really are. The strongest and the bright. 
est hopes, however, IT have ever harbored in my 
Aud, as fiom this centre, I survey 
the dark shores which encircle this great sea, my 
eye fastens upon no people with more intense 
interest Or More anxious expectation, thanup- 
on the Christians iol of the Jews of 
Constantinople, A spirit of enquiry has been 
viven them, which at the same time that itis aa 
pactaal accomplishment of much, is likewise a 
pledge, that God intends to do more; it shows, if 
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we may be allowed to judge, that his time is ap- 
proaching for leading them to the truth, it is the 
whitening of the fields for the harvest. Had Lu 
ther advanced his doctiine of justification by faith 
alone, when the whole Christian world firmly ex- 
pected to purchase pardon of sin and the joys of 
heaven, by fighting to recover the sepulehre of 
Christ fiom Mahomedan profanencss, a heedless 
disregard to his eloquence would have tola him, 
that the time for the reformation iad no: yet come. 
And so bad during five years labor, been unable 
to produce a ripple upon the stagnant lake of ig 
norance and error, and finally been forced to leave 
by apprehensions of Turkish fanaticism, we migh' 
have concluded, with some degree of plausibilit,, 
that in the revolution of events, the era had not 
yet arrived for introduciog into Syria the religion 
of the Bible. But instead of this, how different is 
the case. Insiead of a ripple, a storm has been 
raised, so dixproportioned to the means used by 
missionary tstiumentality, as to indiea e, distinc- 
ly, superior agency. The God of this world, who 
has reigned there so long, has been alarmed, and 
the desperate struggles he makes to put down in- 
quiry, show it to be so extensive, as to endanger 
the stability of his throne. Aud the God of heav 
en, by moving upon the public mind, and renew. 
ing the hearts of some, has engaged in the contest. 
And when he fights the victory must be won. 
When he desires an event, be is never at a loss 
to remove the obstacles in his way. Indeed in 
the way of the sovereign disposer of all events 
there are no obstacles. He knows them vot. In 
such a being is our trust 

Such, my dear sir, are onr fond anticipations, 
and hopes. And may [ not remind you, and re- 
quest you to remind your people, that upon the 
prayers of Christians i} depends very mach, wheth 
er they shall be realized. We are gladdened by 
the flourishing state of the cause of benevolence 
in our native land; we are refieshed by the glori 
ous revival of rel. gion there experienced 3 but we 
are particularly strengthened by the reflection, 
that, with all this, are increased the number and 
fervency of prayers for the success of missions. 
Do you hear, that we, or our converts are perse- 
euted, or that we are forced for a season, by politi- 
cal commotions to abandon onr field 2? Considey 
itsimply a call for your prayers, that persecution 
may be turned into Christian fellowship, and poli 
tical commotions be succeeded by the reign of the 
Prince of peace—with the most cordial wishes for 
your success asa urinister of the gospel.’’ 

Tam your Christian brother, 


ELI SMITH. 


The Nova Scotia Baptist Association, contains 
50 churches, 17 ordaimed ministers, 6 ticensed 
preachers, aud 1772 members—baptized the last 
year 534. Iu several of the churches, a very 
pleasing attention to religion has existed ; particu- 
larly in Cornwallis, Chester, Waterford, Yarmouth 
and Granville Street, Halifax. Yarmouth chuich 
has received 186.—The brethren of the Associa. 
tion are taking vigorous measures for the estab 
lishmen of 4 Libiary and Theological Seminary. 
It is to have two objects, the preparation. of pious 
young men for the ministry, aad the supply of 
means tor the general is! tion of youth in eve- 


ry class of society. A Nova-Scotia Baptist Edo- 
aation Society is also organized.—Chr. Watch. 
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PRINCE ABDUHL RAHHAHMAN. 


In the last volume of the Religious Intelligencer, p. 
690, our readers will find a sketch of the life and char- 
acter of this African Prince, under the head of “ Tre 
Unrortunate Moor.” He has recently visited this 
city on his way from Boston to New-York,—-soliciting: 
charity to enable him to redeem his children and his 
children’s children from slavery. In this Christian 
land of liberty he travels by the name of Prince, not 
because he is the rightful heir to the throne of one of 
the greatest monarchs in Africa, (of which there is no 
doubt) but because the refinement of Christian slavery 
has given him the name of Prince, as though to mock 
his sufferings. 

Abduhl Rahhahman is now 66 years old. He is 
tall and graceful in his manners, but that dignity and 
independence which he once felt as a Prince and Lea- 
der, has been broken down and destroyed by the bit- 
terness of forty years slavery. There is something so 
remarkable in the circumstances which have brought 
him at this time before the Christian public—some- 
thing that promises so much for our infant Colony in 
Africa, that we are induced to publish the following 
particulars respecting him, though it may be repeat- 
ing in part what we have before published. 

‘The Rev. Mr. Gallaudett, of Hartford, who has be- 
come much interested in the misfortunes of Prince 
Abduhl, anc who is fully satisfied of the truth of his 
history, stated to a large and respectable audience in 
substance as follows: 


Before 1 atiempt, (said Mr. Gallaudett,) to 
give you any statement relative to the history 
of the prince, I propose to Jay before you the 
testimonials now before me; and I am sure that 
if any one present will take the trouble to examine 
them, he will clearly see that the prince is what 
he has represented himself to be. I shall not 
read these proofs at length, but merely allude to 
them. The first is a certificate from the managers 
of the American Colonization Society, proving 
beyond a doubt that the circumstances related by 
Prince are true, and are attested by the clearest 
evidence. Tie Afiican Kepository for February 
Jast, Contains a communication on the subject. 
The ceitificate of N. W. Ware, acting Governor 
of Mississippi, testifies to the moral worth of 
Prince and the truth of his statement The Clerk 
of the County, several Justices of the Peace, and 
other Gentlemen of Natchez, testify to his hou- 
esty, sobriety and strict tudustry during the peri- 
od of forty years, in which he has lived there in 
servitude. Prince wrote an account of himself 
in Arabic, and it was sent to the U. S. Consul at 
Tangiers, that he might inquire into the truth of 
the relation. This gentleman returned an answer 
that from the best information he could obtain the 
statement was true. While at Hartford the other 
day, Prince had an interview with Sterling, a 
well known aged Afitcean, who had been a soldier 
in the army of his father, and who corroborated 
inany things befure mentioned. 

The account which I have received from Prince, 
is that he isa native of Tombuctoo, that interest- 
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ing city in the very heart of Africa, and of which 
we know so little; a city respecting which the 
African Society has expended so much money, 
and to find which the unfortunate Mungo Park 
lost his life. 

Prince was at Tombuctoo at the age of 17, and 
describes that city as being ar-ounded by a wall; 
that it was as large as New York; that it con 
tained five mosques, numerous schools, several 
tmanulactones of steel and of gold ; and that 
caravans were continually arriving. His grand 
father, Alman Ibravim, was king of Tomwbuctoo, 
which is the name of the terrmtury as well as of 
the city. His father, Alman Ibrahim Jalloh, at 
the age of 22, was sent by his grandfather to make 
war upon the city of Susos, 1200 miles S. W. 
from Tombuctoo, on account of some affront 
offered by the chief. Wars are carried on there 
by stratagem. ‘The chief or king seeing Alman 
by the side of alake, fired at him with an arrow. 
The fire was returned; and as Alman, to use his 
own words, found it close shooting, he fell down 
asif dead. The king came and danced around 
him, according to the custom of the country.— 
Alman having only feigned death, watched for 
an opportunity, drew his knife, slew the king, 
put his head on a pole, and carried it to the city. 
This appa'ling spectacle put the natives to flight, 
and the city was left in possession of Alman. On 
his return, he was appointed governor of that cits 
He went and took possession of it with a consider 
able force. He went back aad fovth several times. 
The third time he went back, Prince was born. 
—His father had, according to the customs of 
the country, two wives at Tombucioo, where Ab- 
duhl was born. He bad a brother three years 
older, whose mother was a native of an inferior 
race. As Abdull wasa full blooded Moor he took 
precedence and was considered the rightful heir to 
thethrone. He was therefore sent back to Tombue- 
too to be educated ; and he represents the school to 
have contained upwards of two hundred pupils 
under four masters. Thev read the Alcoran, wrove 
on boards, attended to what they called Geograpiy, 
to Astronomy, to calculations, to the Mahomeday 
religion, and to the laws of the country. 1 would 
here remark that Prince bas abjured that faith, 
and about a year ago was baptized and joined a 
Baptist Church, with his wife Isabella, who is 
about 60 vears old. 

His grandfather lived to the age of 110, and 
had resigned the throne of Tombuctoo to his own 
brother, Almaa Ibrahim Danajoh, so called from 
his white face. Abduhl had another uncle, Moor- 


de Armadu, who was governor of the province of 


Marsina, which is as large atenitory as New 
England. The first cousin of his father, Alpha 
Boomaree, was governor of Jeunah, and his sec 
ond cousin, Moorde Sulimana, was governor of 
Bambongo. (Alman means king, and Moorde 
means governor.) This territory is famous for 
gold mines, aud the governor was tributary to 
Prince’s father, paying a peck of gold annually 
as tribute. 

I mention these circumstances to show. that 
Prince’s family convnexions were persons of pow e! 
and influence in Africa, and their territories stretch- 
ed from Tombuctwo to Teemvo, a distance of 1200 
miles. Atthe age of 17 he was removed from 
Tombuctoo to Teembo, and at 19 began to go to 
war, The king possessed a numerous troop. ‘This 
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statement is confirmed by the best geographer of 
the age, Malte Brun, who savs that the natien, 
Footah Jatloh, of which Teembo is the capital, 
possesses 16 000 cay alr. 

At this time a Dr. Cox, a native of the United 
States, and surgeon of a sbip, arrived at Sierra 
Leoue sand while on shore shooting he got lost, 
could not regain the coast, and the vessel sailed 
without bin. He wandered into the tterior, and 
in crossing a shallow stream, was bit in the leg by 
4 poisonous worm peculiar to that climate, which 
got into his flesh, and made him lame and sick,— 
He wandered into the termtory of Tombnetoo, a 
how! 100 miles fiom Sierra Leone, and being the 
first white man who had ever been seen there, he 
was considered a great curiosity. He was taken 
before the king, who treated him with much kind- 
ness and hospitality. Prince being heir apparent, 
had an establishment of his own, ad Dr. Cox be- 
came aninimate at his house. His wound was cur- 
ed, and he and Prince became quite intimate. At 
length being desirous of returning to the coast, in 
quest of some vessel, the king furnished him with 
gold. ivory and clothes, and an armed escort. On 
his arrival at Sierra Leone, he was so fortunate as 
to find the v ry vesselto which he belonzed, whieh 
had returned to that place, and he took passage for 
the United States. 

At the age of 24, Prince was commissioned a 
Colonel of Cava'try ; and at 26 was sent with 2600 
men to make war on the Hehoos, who had annoy - 
ed his tather. They fled before bin. As he was 
returning, it became necessary to pass a narrow 
defile in the mountains, and the troops dismounted, 
leading their horses, there being about 300 belong- 
ing to bis little army. Here they were surprised 
by some of the other party, who were lying in am- 
j bush. The first thing they knew, he says, bis men 
were dropping like rain. Perceiving that they 
were geatly outnumbered, he bade bis men as- 
cend to the top of the mountain. Here they were 
unable to combat such a superior force. Prince 
ordered his nen each to take care of himself, while 
he sat down to await his doom, as a Moor disdains 
‘to turn his back toa negro. The enemy fired and 
} wounded tim in the shonlder. As they drew near 
and saw his splendid dress, they concluded he was 
t king, or a king’s son, and reversed their muskets 
asa signalto each other, and perhaps to him, that 
his life wonld be spared. Bat the first man who 
advanced, was ent down by Prince’s sabre. This 
exasperated the rest, and they knocked him down. 
When he came to himself, he found they were 
dragging mtftrona pond, where they had taken 
Wins, for the purpose of recovering him. ‘They 





stripped him, and led him barefoot toto the coun- 
try, 100 miles. He offered his captor as a ran- 
som, 100 camels, 100 cattle, as many sheep as he 
could drive, and as much gold as he could earry. 
But his revenge was (oO great to acce pt the offer, 
and he finally sold him to the Mandinygoes for two 
flasks of powder, some guns, emit hands of tobac- 
[Ie was put on board 
of asiave ship, with 700 unfortanate fellow suffer- 
ers-—400 nen, 200 women, and 100 children. The 
narne ot thiste: fite has been so often before you, 
tharr would be useless at the present moment to 
descube tts horrors, Prince’s sufferings were very 
vope the vessel arrived 
He was transferred to an Aweri- 


co, and two bottles of rum. 
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sent to Natchez, where lie was sold to Col. Foster 
for $600. His story of course was not credited, 
and he sank into a common slave. 

After he had been in slavery 16 years, he went 
to the adjacent town, Washington, to morket, with 
a fellow slave wamed Sambo, to sell sweet pota 
toes for himself. He observed a gentleman on 
horseback, who rode in a very peculiar manner; 
and he said to his comrade, “ go see that man—if 
he has but one eye I’ve seen him before.” Sambo 
found this to be the case, when Prince went up to 
bim, and asked him if he wished to purchase some 
potatoes. The gentleman scrutinized Prince 
closely, and at Jength asked him where he lived. 
I live with Col. Foster, said he. And were yon 
raised in this country? No—I came from Africa. 
Is your name Abdul! Rahhahman? asked the 
Stranger. Yes, thatismy name. Do you know 
me? asked the gentleman. Yes, said Prince, I 
know you very well, you be Dr. Cox. On this 
the Doctor alighted and embraced Prince. By 
this singular Providence, Dr. Cox was brought to 
recognize in the person of this slave, the son of a 
king who had treated him with so much hospitali- 
ty in Africa. He went to governor Williams, 1e- 
lated to him the whole story ; went to Col. Foster, 
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and offered him $1000 if he would set Prince 
free. But he was so valuable, not merely on ac- 
count of his labor, but for his example on the 
plantation, that he refused to liberate him. 

Dr. Cox often renewed his application, but in 
vain. He died about eleven years since. Col. 
Trask, of Springfield, Mass, told me the other 
day, that when he lived at Natchez he was ac- 
quainted with Dr. Cox; that he was a respectable 
man, and that his word might be relied upon. 
Here then we have the testimony of an American 
citizen, who knew Prince in Africa. Dr. Cox’s 
son, after the decease of his father, offered $1200 
for the liberation of Prince, but Col. Foster deem. 
ed his example so important that he declined 
parting with him. It is but justice to this gentle 
man to say, that afier being satisfied of the parent- 
age of Prince, he exempted him from field labor, 
treated him with kindness, and when the facts of 
his history were fully established, he generously 
set him free without any remuneration. Prince 
uniformly speaks of his late master with great 
respect. 

Abont a year ago, a gentleman of Natchez in- 
terested himself for Prince, who, at the instance 
of this gentleman and voung Dr. Cox, wrote an 
account of himse!fin Arabic, which was taken to 
Washingtoa by Mr. Reed,» member of Congress, 
and thence forwarded to Mr. Maloney, U.S. Con- 
sul at Tangier, as before stated. The President 
of the United States directed an agent at Natchez 
to negotiate with Col. Foster for bis freedum.— 
Cheering 4s his situation now was in finding him 
self free, and it is impossible for any of us to feel 
the emotion that must have thrilled in his breast—— 


the joy, the extacy that he experienced-—-to speak 








in the language of a poet of our own country, 


(Brainard), ' 


* All sights are fair to the recovered blind, 
All sounds are music to the deaf restored, 

The lame made whole leaps like the sportive hind, 
And the sinner bound down with his load 

Of shame and sorrow, when he cuts the cord 
And leaves his pack behind, is free again 

In the light yoke and burden of his Lord: 
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Thus with the birthright of his fellow man 
Sees, hears, and feels at once the righted African. 
*Tis somewhat like the burst from death to life, 
From s‘n’s dominion and from passion’s strife, 
To the pure freedom of a soul forgiven, 
When all the bonds of earth and hell are riven, 
And mortals put on immortality ; 
When care and grief and pain away are driven, 
And mercy’s hand has turned the golden key, 
And mercy’s voice—rejoice thy soul is free.”’ 


Yes, Prince had found himself a freeman ; but 
his delight mingled with the deepest anguish ; hls 
old wife, who had lived with him 83 years, was 
still a slave, as were his 6 children and 8 grand- 
children. What to him was personal liberty when 
such social ties prevented his enjoying it? His 
very freedom was almost a curse. Several geu- 
tlemen at Natchez were touched with his situation 
and ransomed his wife. But there are still the 
other members of his family in bondage, and he 
was urged to throw himself upon the humanity of 
the country for assistance. He has visi'ed Boston, 
Salem, Providence, New Bedford, Springfield, 
Hartford and New Ilaven. The sum of $2,500 
has been raised and deposited in responsible hands. 
Col. Foster has said he would part with his five 
sons for $600 each, and a gentleman from that 
region says it isnot an unreasonable price. They 
are from 22 to 34 vears of age. Col. Foster’s 
property is in slaves ; and although we in this part 
of the country may think it strange that he should 
demand such a sum, it is to be considered that he 
has already made many sacrifices, and conducted 
himself very handsomely. To redeem the wives 
of two of the sons, and the & grand-children a fur- 
ther sun of $3500 will be required. 

[ would now ask if this is not one of the strong- 
est cases that can be presented to our feelings, 
After an absence of forty years from his native 
country, during which long period he has been a 
slave in this land, Prince has a desire to see once 
more the land of his fathers, and to lay his bones 
among those of his kindred, It may be asked, 
What are his intentions in wishing to go back ? [ 
will tell you. When he was lately at Boston he 
met a colored free man from Liberia, who gave 
him intelligence from the territory of his early 
years. He told him his father was dead ; that his 
brother, Almane Abduhl Gardre, who succeeded, 
died about 20 years ago; and that at the death of 
the latter the people wanted to make the son of 
Prince, whom he left a boy two years old in Afii- 
ca, king. But he would not be king, he said: 
king no happy: drink nothing until the man who 
brings it drink first: eat nothing before the other 
eat first; never sleep twice in the same room ; 
have his bed made in one room, and when it ts 
davk he get up and make his own bed in another 
room; trust nobody ; no trast his wife, nor his son, 
nor his daughter; he no want to be king. He 
went away to Tombuctoo. They then took 
Prince’s nephew, Aliane Boorbarkar, and made 
him kiog. He is now the reigning prince ; is 42 
years of age; and is said to be a peaceable man, 
having had only one war during iis reign. This 
person told Prince that a ship which trades to 
England was named after his brother. The son 
of Prince is now a general in the army of his cous- 
A road has lately been opened frous 


| Sierra Leone to the territory of Tombuctoo, 100 


niles, and a brisk trade is carried on. In conse- 
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quence of opening this road the slave trade has 
ceased in this part of the country, because the 
British preferred to take the productions of the 
country to slaves, 

The object of Prince in returning is not to 
assert his right to the throne: he has seen too 
much of the dangersof the situation to attempt 
it at the advanced age of sixty-six. He has foun’ 
too, what indeed might be found by any one, tha: 
happiness does not depend on one’s rank. He 
proposes to have no other desire than to fix bim 
self asa colonist at Liberia; tolive and die un 
der American protection ; and to render this coun- 
try what aid he can in promoting an intercourse 
between our colony and the interior. The late 
Mr. Ashmun learned that a road of 150 miles 
length had been made into the interior, just touch- 
ing Footah Jalloh, the capital of which is 500 
miles north of Liberia. When Prince arrives 
there it will soon be known that old Abdul! Ra- 
bhaman is alive, and is come back, with his fami 
ly. His relations at ‘Tombuctoo will hear of it. 
Think you bis son will! not go to see his aged fath- 
er, whom he supposes to be dead? He doubr- 
less will; and, when the peaceful intentions of 
the old man are ascertained, no apprehension 
will be excited among his relations. They will 
invite him to visit the land of his youth; an inter- 
course may be opened between Liberia and a ter 
ritory as large as New England, the capitial of 
which, Teembe, is as large as Baltimore; and 
probably this intercourse may be extended through 
a line of posts, where the relations of Prince are 
the chiefs, even to the city of Tombuctoo. It 
may be the means of securing advantages to om 
trade, to scienific curiosity, and to benevolence. | 
ask then if humanity and patrotisin do not urge 
us to render assistance to Prince for the hospitailty 
afforded one of our own countrymen. There isa 
higher motive; a commercial intercourse, that 
may be opened, will strike at the root of the slave 
trade. It has already, as has been stated. Let 
us make it fur the interest of Africans to pay for 
their purchases in the productions of their coun 
try. We may be able to dispose of our own 
manufactures and products in exchange for hides, 
ivory, beeswax, indigo and dye stuffs, which 
abound there. We may be able to extend our 
commercial relations to the very heart of Aftvica. 
and the influence of our institutions also. As 
christians we must especially rejoice that an op- 
portunity will be afforded for diffusing the bles- 
sings of christianity to that dark and benighted 
region. Prince recollects that at Tombuctoo no 
one is disturbed for religious opinion, and that 
the Alcoran had given the people a curiosity to 
see the Bible. [tis already printed in Arabic, the 
language of that district. During all his trials, 
Prince has not forgot his Arabic, but reads it flu- 
ently, and writes it with neatness. 

The finger of God seems to point to great re- 
sults arising from the return of Prince. His life 
appears like a romance, and the incidents would 
be incredible ifthe evidence was not so undenia- 
ble. Wesee in these events that God’s ways are 
not as our ways, nor His thoughts as our thoughits. 
We see why Prince was not permitted to return 
with his Moorish disposition and bis Moorish sword 
—that Providence cotitinued him here so long un- 
til grace had softened his heart. He will now re- 
turn a messenger of peace. Blessed be God that 
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we are permitted the honor of co-operating with 
Him. Methinks I see hin like a Patriarch cross+ 
ing the Atlantic, over which he was taken a slave 
40 years since, with his flock around him, and 
happy io the luxury of doing good. [thinkI se 
benighted Africa, taking her stand amoug the na- 
tions of the earth. I think I see Egypt as hereto- 
fore pouring a flood of light into Greece, and Car- 
tage arising in former glory. [think L see Afti- 
ca, one hand pointing to the tablet of eternal Jus- 
tice, making even us Americans tremble, while 
the words are pronounced, “ Vengeance is mine; 
I will repay saith the Loid;”’ and with the other 
hand pointing to the golden rule of the gospel, 
which if all practised bappiness would result to 
individuals as well as to uations, and the efficacy 
would be felt throughout the world. “ Whatsoev- 
er ye would that men should do unto you do fe 
even so unto them.” 


A NEW SEMINARY OF LEARNING CONNECT- 
ED WITH MANUAL LABOK. 


An Association has been recently formed in Phila- 
delphia, for the purpose of establishing near that city, 
a School in which manual labor is to be connected 
with the clements of liberal education. 


The Constitution provides—That the stock shall be 
divided into shares of $20 each, payable if only one 
share be subscribed, at the time of subscribing, if 
more than one, the half payable as before and the 
other at the end of twelve months. 

The primary object of the school shall be to furn- 
ish instruction to young men whose ultimate aim is 
the ministry of the gospel, whilst others of respecta- 
ble talents and good moral character may be admit- 
ted, as far as may be deemed consistent with the 
main object. 

Every pupil shall be required to employ, in agri- 
culture, horticulture, or mechanics, not less than three 
nor more than four hours each day on an ayerage. 
The avails of his labor shall be applied to the pay- 
ment of his board and of the other expenses of the 
School. 

The truths of divine revelation and practical reli- 
gion as well as the rudiments of the arts and scien- 
ces shall be diligently and prudently inculcated. 

The further details of the institution shall be com- 
mited to a Board of fifteen Trustees to be elected by 
the stockholders annually and who shall report their 
transactions at each annual meeting of the Assocta- 
tion. 


-—— 


The Philadelphian, from which we have extracted 
the preceding, coutains the following letter from Dr. 
Alexander, expressing his views of the plan. 


Prixcetox, Oct. 11, 1828. 
Rev. and Dear Sir,— 

Understanding that you wish to have some expres- 
sion of opinion from me, relative to the expediency 
of establishing schools or academies, in which manu- 
al labor shall be made an essential part of the system 
of exercise and discipline, | take pleasure in saying, 
that such imstitutions appear to me to be calculated 
to promote the cause of literature in no small degree. 

fhe public mind is, perhaps, prejudiced against all 
pretensions to new and easy methods of acquiring 
learning ; and many may be disposed to reject this 
scheme without an impartial consideration, because 
itis new. But it ouggt to be remembered that ac- 
cording to this plan, no innovation, whatever, upoo 
the common course of classical education is contem- 
plated. The only novelty in the institution is, that 
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agricultural or mechanical labor is made the duty of 
every pupil, for a few hours in each day. And this 
is only a provision for carrying into effect what all 
acknowledge to be vitally important in seminaries of 
learning, namely, that the body should be exercised 
évery day, as well as the mind. The importance of 
a good systein of exercise for students, has been so 
deeply felt of late years, that av artificial system of 
gymnastic exercises has been introduced mto many 
institutions of learning, avd has been productive of 
excellent effects on the health of studeots But why 
resort to laborious exercises which require Cconsider- 
able expense and are produciive of no profit, when 
the same labor or exercise may be so directed as to 
accomplish several important ends, besides the pro- 
swnotion of health? Iftwo, three, or four hours ought 
to be spent in healthful exercise, why not employ 
those hours daily in the pleasant occupations of hor- 
ticulture, agriculture, or mechanics? In those occu- 
pations, there is much less danger of hurtful accidents 
than in gymnastic or in the common sports of boys. 
And it can be no matter of doubt to any one, that the 
labors of the field and of the garden are as salubrious 
as any other mode of exercise And certainly, if on- 
ly so much of the students’ time be appropriated to 
these labors, as bodily health requires, they cannot 
be considered as interfering with tneir literary prog 
ress. They will in fact, make much better progress 
than if they should attempt to devote the whole of 
their time to study. Besides, the knowledge of the op- 
erations of agriculture and the mechanic arts, which 
would necessarily be acquired in such a course, would 
be no contemptible part of a good education. There 
are few men, residing in the country, who do not need 
practical knowledge of the method of cultivating a 
farm and a garden. And as it is desirable to have 
educated enlightened farmers who may be compe- 
tent to act as magistrates, legislators, or arbitrators, 
the plan of uniting a knowledge of farming with a lib- 
eral education, is better adapted to the mass of the 
American population than any other. 

But that which chiefly recommends this kind of 
seminary, is, that under good management, it will 
render education so cheap, that every independent 
farmer will easily have it in his power to give his sons 
a liberal education. By experiment it has been ascer- 
tained, that an amount of labor not more than is ne- 
cessary for wholesome exercise, will be sufficient to 
pay for the boarding of a pupil who is over 15 years 
ofage. This scheme will also obviate the objection 
which many worthy people make to sending their 
sons to classical schools; namely, that they are there- 
by rendered idle, and become ever afterwards averse 
to labor. And such a course of life as unites atten- 
tion to agriculture with learning is obviously more 
favorable to sound moral habits, than the situation in 
which young men are commonly placed at our acad- 
emies and colleges. Thus, sir, | have briefly stated 
the reasons which induce me to be a warm friend to 
such an institution as you have been endeavoring to 
establish; and to show that these thoughts are not 
were theory, | would state, that it is my purpose, as 
soon as [| find sucli an institution founded in a con- 
venient situation, to send one of my own sons, in pref- 
erence to sending hum to any other school. 

A. ALEXANDER. 

To the Rev. J. Montieth. 


SYNOD OF ALBANY. 


We select from the Albany Presbytery, published 
in the Christian Register, the following items: 


Diviston or Synop. 


“The following resolutioW was passed with re- 
spect to the division of synod :—That application 
be made to the next General Assembly, to consti- 





tute the Picsbyteries of Ogdensburgh, Warer- 


Albany. 


fers 


town, Oswego, Oneida and Otsego, into a synod, 
to be called the Svnod of Utica; and that the 
jresbyteries of Champlain, Troy, Albany, Col- 
mubia, Londonderry and Newbaryport, be the 
Synod of Albany.” 

Domestic Misstons. 


“A board of d mestic missions, auxiliary to 
the American Home Missionary Society, was 
formed within the buunds of the proposed synod 
of Albany; and the board were authorised to 
employ an agent to labor within their bounds.” 

The Narrative reports 231 ministers belonging to 
the Synod ;lieentiates 10; candidates $2 ; church- 
es 195; communicants 19,184. The grand inter- 
ests of the Sabbath, Sabbath Schools, Temper- 
ance, aad general Christian benevolence, are 
rapidly advancing, within their bounds. Presby- 
terres and churclies are coming up to the defence 
of holy time, by the prompt administration of 
discipline for its violation—Sabbath Schools are 
rapidly increasing in number, and rising, every 
dav, in the affections of the Church. On the 
subject of intemperance, the Synod use the fot- 
lowing language, 

“The Synod are happy to say, that something 
is now doing within our bounds to stay this des- 
lating and burning tide. The temperate, and 
those who have not already lost the power of re- 
sistance, and are not yet floating with the current, 
have taken their stand ; and a war has commenc- 
ed, whieh willend only with the extermination of 
this evil from the world. Almost all our Presby- 
teries have passed resolutions formed on the basis 
of the American Society for the promotion of tem- 
perance ; and these resolutions are not a dead let- 
ter. The ministers conform their practice to these 
principles; and the members of our churches, 
and other individuals in the coamunity, are fast 
adopting the same system of strict and rigid absti- 
nence. Itisthe opinion of this Synod, that the 
anticipation is by no means visionary, that the 
time is not far remote, when this evil must find 
its grave; when a Christian would no sooner deal 
in the article of ardent spirits, except as a medi- 
cine, than he would think of getting huis living 
by vending infidel publications. Christian feel- 
ing is waking up to the investigation of this sub- 
ject; and many individuals who have been, and 
still are large dealers in distilled liquors, are now 
conscientiously employed in making their arrange- 
ments to withdraw from an article of commerce 
which is attended with such fatal effects both 
upon the temporal and eternal interests of our 
world.” 

Concerning the growing liberality of their 
Churches, the Synod remark :— . 

* The spirit and effor's of Christian benevolence, 
have considerably increased. during the last year. 
Missions, both Foreign and Domestic, are gain- 
ing upon the a&. ctions of the Church. 
our large towns have contributed more liberality, 
than at any former period, tothe A. B.C. F. M. 
Most of the counties, within our bounds, have 
either supplied the destitute with the Bible, or 
this work is now in successful progress towards 
accomplishment. The Albany Presbytery have 
undertaken to raise. for Doimestic Missions, $4000; 
and the county ef Jefferson has already raised 
$600 for the same object, and $400, for the sup- 
port of Evangelists. The county cf Rensselaer 
has recotved to furnish €1000, and the county of 
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Lewis $200 for the American Bible Society. It 
is confidently believed, that there ts liberality ond 


energy enough in the Churches to carry these pur 
poses into effect. 


INFANT SCHOOLS. 


Professor Norton, of Cambridge, who is travelling 
in Europe for the benefit of his health, gives the fol- 
lowing account of an Infant School which he visited 
in Liverpool. 





We attended, a few days since, an infant school, 
which has given me quite new views and feelings 
on the subject. I have seldom been more affect 
ed—it is not too strong a word—than in seeing, 
aswe did, a bundred Intle creatures, some of them 
not more than two years old, thus collected to. 
gether. Iam not apt to shed tears; but I could 
not prevent them from repeatedly flowing into my 
eyes. How mauy, how various, how dee} assovi- 
ations are there with such a group, and with the 
thought of that most Christian and most Judictous 
charity, which is preparing them to act their parts 
in life long after we may have passed away. 

I had no conception of the possibiluy of preserv- 
ing so much order and stillness ainong such young 
children, (all under eight years of age,) as we 
found to exist, apparently without harshness or 
unpleasant restraint. 

They were called upon to repeat tue pence ta- 
ble, the multiplication table, to tell the number of 
seconds in a minute, of minutes in an hour, &e, 
with the names of the months, to answer in thei 
catechism, aud to repeat the commandments ab 
breviated ; all which a majority of them did, speak- 
ing together, clapping thew hands in unison in 
their singular exercises. Then they were amused 
by: following the motions of their privcipal muis- 
tress, who imitated those used in different employ- 
ments ; repeating the explanation of them ; as for 
instance, “This is the way we sow the corn,” or 
“This is the way we wash the clothes,” and 
“ Mis is the way we w:ing the clothes,” &c. 

Alter this, about half the school, the boys went 
to play in the yard; and the cirls went into anoth- 
er room, Where, on the system of mutual instruc- 
tion, a number of |ittle monitors, five, six, and 
sev, years old, were employed in imstuuacting 
sinall groups of other children, teaching sume thew 
letters, and instructing others more advanced in 
reading. ‘The childien too young to learn, were 
put On a Carpet, to sleep or play as they pleased, 
Connected with this school was another tor cial- 
dren more than seven years of age, containing 
somewhere about two hundred. 

I have sent you all the papers relative to these 
schools, which I can procure in this place. Tam 
quite anxious that you should bring this subject 
before the public in Boston, as an important ob- 
ject of attention. You will-“‘ke- any use of my 
Jetter you please. | omitted to mention that the 
children sung a very pretty simple hymn about 
their infant school, written by the Bishop of Ches- 
ter, Rt. Rev. Dr. Bloousfield. 





The Rev. Dr. Sprague in his “ Letters from Eu- 
rope,” has the following remarks upon these exctl- 
lent schools. 


“I believe I have omitted to mention in any of 
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excite more interest at this time in England, than 
Infant Schools. They are multiplying in almost 
every city aud town, and are regarded as consti- 
luting oue of the brightest features wi the benevo- 
lent characters of the present age. | have been 
interested to observe with how much skill and 
judgment they are conducted and the unprove- 
wents of which even an iniaot mind is here shown 
to be suscepuble. TL understand they have already 
been introduced into the United States, and Tain 
sure they have only to be iteoduced w meet the 
wari approbation and active patronage ol every 
pious parent, and Lemay add of every culightoned 
Christian.” 


THE ANDOVER TRIAL, 


The Board of Visiters of the Theological Sew- 
inary at Andover, who were conveued for the trial 
of Dr. Murdock on the 261th ult., continued in ses- 
sion Ull Saturday last, ihe Tlth inst. when they 
adjourned to hoid a fiaal meceting in this city on 
the 13th. Litas understood that tie members of 
ihe board, alter bearing the testimony and the ar- 
guments of counsel, separated to form their opin- 
ion upon the case without concert ; and that their 
idividual verdicts were to be given in sealed, and 
opened here, when the result would be declared to 
the parties concerned Our readers are aware, 
that the question was on the appeal of Dr. Mur- 
dock from the act of the Trustees removing him 
from the office of Professor in the Institution. —On 
Monday evening, the Visiters unanimously decid- 
ed that they find no cause tor reversing the deci- 
sion of the Trustees. — Boston Rec. 





Liberality —Joiun W. Hundley, Esq. has given 
obligations tu pay $600 annually for seven years, 
tothe Presbyteriar Euucation Society of Ken- 
tucky, to educate ten young men for the gospel 
ministry. He had out lately given $1000 to en- 
dow a scholarship. — tb. 





Beneficence.—Jolin Fleetwood Marsh, Esq. who 
died a few days since in East-Cirester, West Ches- 
ter County, has bequeathed among otter legacies, 
Ten Thousand Dollurs to the Ainerican Bible So- 
ciety ; and also one third of the residum of his per- 
sonal estate, alier said legacies are pad, the a- 
mount of which is yetunknown. All doubts con- 
cerning the validity of the will, we understand, 
are now removed.—.V. ¥. Obs. 





On the 30th ult. the Rev. Mr. Aissam was installed 
in the Pastoral Charge of the Reformed Dutch Church 
of Jerusalem, town of Bethlehem, N. Y.—The Ser- 
mon was preached by the Kev, John Ludlow, D. D. 
of Albany ; and the Charge to the People and Pastor 
was given by Rey. Mr. Fort. 
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OVAUAL DY. 


Diev,— In this city, on the 15th inst. Mr. John H. 
Jacocks, Jr. aged 27 ; on the 20th, Mr. Ezekiel Hayes, 
aged 76. 

At East Haven, on the 3d inst. widow Abigail Rus- 
sel, aged 91 years and 4 months. 

At Woodbury, on the 13th mst. Gen. Chauncey 
Crafts, aged 41. 

At Hartford, Col. Thaddeus Leavitt, aged 65; Mr. 
Abiel Howard, aged 22, formerly of Plainfield, Vt. 

At New-Milford, on the 6th iast. Mr. Thomas Wel- 





my letters, that there are few institutions which 





ler, aged 73. 
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Woetry. 


vod ~ “THE END OF ALL THINGS. 


Extract froma Poem lately published in London, by Robert 
Montgomery, on the Omnipresence of the Deity. 


Aces has awful Time been travelling on, 
Andall his children to one tomb lave gone ; 
The varied wonders of the peopled earth, 
In equal ture, have gloried in thei: birth : 
We live, and toil—we triumpi: and decay: — 
Thusage on age rolls unperceived away ; 
And thus *iwill be, till He iven’s last thunder, roar, 
And Time and Nature shall exist no more ! 


O! say, what Fancy, though endow’d sublime, 
Can picture truly that tremendous time, 
When the last sun shall blaze upon the sea, 
Aud earth be dash’d into eternity ! 
A cloudy manile will eawrap that sun 
Whose face so many worlds have gazed upon! 
The placid moon, beneath whose pensive beam 
We all have loved to wander and to dream, 
Dyed into blood shall glare from pole to pole, 
And light the airy tempests as they roll ! 
And those sweet stars, that, like familiar eyes, 
Are wont to smile a welcome from the skies, 
Thick as the hail drops, from their depths will bound, 
And far terrific meteors flash around !— 
But while the skies are shattered by the war 
Of planet, moon, rent cloud, and down shot star,— 
Stupendous wreck below !—a burning world! 
As if the flames of hell were on the winds unfurl’d! 


Around the horison wheels one furnace blaze, 
Streaking the black heavens with gigantic rays: 
Now bursting into wizard phantoms bright, 

And now immingied in a sea of light! 

Vill ramping burricanes unroll on high, 

And whirl the fire clouds quivering through the sky ; 
Like sea foam dash'd upon a mountain side, . 
When the mad winds upon the surges ride. 


And, lo! ihe Sea, along her ruin’d shore 
The white waves gallop with delirious roar ! 
‘Till Ocean, in her agonizing throe, 
Bounds, swells and sinks like leaping hills of snow ! 
While downward tumbling crags and torrents sweep, 
And wildly miugle with the blaze lit deep. 


And now, while shadowy worlds career around, 
While mountains tremble, and while earthquakes sound, 
While waves and winds rush roaring to the fray, 

Who shall abide the horrors of the day? 
How shall we turn our terror stricken eye, 
To gaze upon the fire throned Deity ? 


Hark! from the deep of heaven, a trumpet sound! 
Thunders the dizzy universe around! 
From north to south, from east to west it rolls, 
A blast that summoas all created souls! 
And swift as rippies rise upon the deep, 
‘The dead awaken from their dismal sleep ; 
The sea has heard it !—coiling up with deeed, 
Myriads of mortals flash from out her bed ! 
‘The graves fly open, and, with awful strife, 
The , oe of ages startles into life! 


All who have breath’d, or moved, or seen, or felt ; 
All they around whose cradles kingdoms knelt ; 
Tycants and warriors, who career’d in blood ; 

The great and mean, the glorious and the good, 
Are pluck’d from every isle, and land, and tomb, 


To hear the changeless and eterval doom! 
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Now, while the universe is wrapt in fires 
Ere yet the splendid ruin shall expire, 
Beneath a canopy of flame behold, 
With glit’ring banners at His feet unroll’d 
Earth’s Judge '—around seraphic minstrels througy 
Breathing o’er golden harps celestial song ; 
While melodies aerial and sublime 
Weave a wild death dirge o’er departing Time! 


Imagination! furl thy wings of fire, 
And on Eternity’s dread brink expire ; 
Vain would thy red and raging eye behold 
Visions of immortality unroll’d! 
The las’, the fiery chaos hath begun, 
Queuch’d is the moon! and blacken’d is the sua * 
The stars have bounded ‘mid the airy roar ; 
Crush’d lie the rocks, and mountains are no more ; 
The deep unbosom’d, with tremendous gloom 
Yawns on the ruin, like creation’s tomb! 


And lo! the living harvest of the earth, 
Leap'd from the grave to share a second birth ; 
Million’s of eyes, with one deep dreadful stare, 
Gaze upward through the burning realms of air ; 
While shapes, and shrouds, and ghastly features gleam, 
Like lurid snow flakes in the moonlight beam, 


And see! amid the skies’ terrific glare, 
Like a wild planct wheeling through the air, 
The Eternal Spirit on a fiery car, 
Cleaves through the clouds and blazes from afar ‘ 
And, like an ocean vollied from his throne, 
Roars the deep thunder of His judgment tone !— 
Wing’d on the wind, and veslding hymns of love, 
Behold the blessed soar to realms above ; 
The cursed with hell uncover’d to their eye, 
Shake, shriek, and vanish in a whirlwind cry ! 
Creation shudders with sublime dismay, 


And ia a blazing tempest whirls away!” 
a | 











MUSINGS. 


“ While I mused the fire burned.” 


In the midst of ali the differences and strife which Chris- 
tendom is filled, it is delightful to think of the order and 
harmony of heaven. ‘Lam going,’ said the dying Melanc- 
thon, ‘to leave a world disordered and a Church disorgan- 
ized, for a church and a world where every angel and ev- 
ery rank of angels, stand in the very post which God has 
assigned them.’ ‘his is the way in which God's wilf is 
done in heaven. Ambiiion, selfishuess, vanity and pride, 
will not intrude to turn the gaze of the blessed spirit from 
the adorable object of its love, to its own petty intérests ; 
nor will envy, at the sight of some seraph, burning with 
more intense love, or rising higher in the praises of its 
Creator, ever interrupt the perfection of their bliss. Nor 
will the spirits of the just made perfect be divided into dif- 
ferent sects, or cease from their worship and hang up their 
harps, for the sake of settling any differences of op: #.on in 
mattersof speculation. Like the mighty rivers, which, in 
their progress, visit different tribes and various tongues, 
and at last unite their waters in the sea}; so from every 
age of the world, and from every nation, and kindred and 
tongue, and people under heaven, there will at last be seen 
flowing together, the various sects, and parties, and ranks, 
into which Christians have been divided, till they are lost 
in the ocean of infinite Love. N. HH. Ob}. 








Letters received at the Offwe of the Religious Intelligen> 
cer during the week ending Oct. 22d, 1828. 


J. Richards ; Henry Pierce; S. Hurlbert; S. Kid- 
den; Calvir “"ans~~*' in; W. A. Martin; C.H. Wilcox. 


SS 


Terams.—$2, in advance By 2 50, if not prid in three months —Agents whoare accountable for six or more copies, 
will be allowed one copy gratis, or a commission of ten per cent. 








CONTENTS.—NO. 22, 


Duties of Private Christians 337 | Sinners their own Destroyers 342 | A new Seminary of Learning 349 
Preachers and Hearers.—— I will Religious Despondency ib. | Synod of Albany 
see what others do first.’ 339 | Conference Meetings 343 | Infant Schools.—The Andover 
Benefit of ‘Tracts to a Deaf and Revivals of Religion ib. | Trial.—Obituary 35 
Dumb Female 340 | Syria 345 | Poetry—The end of all Things 352 
Duties of the Brotherhood 341 | Priace Abduhl Rabhabma. 346 | Musings ib. 


apis. 








‘Mito. 


As 


en a a, ae eee OUlCUelCUre CUM Ces ee ae ae OCUklie 





